To be fair, the goal of the organizers was somewhat more limited. They charged the discussants to move beyond the study of origins and collapse to what they view as the central problem, namely "the full range of variation in ... the operation and diversity of ancient states." Yet it seems to this reviewer that these goals fail to question the prevailing paradigm and do not confront the hermeneutic dilemma of a scientific archaeology. As a result, there is no acknowledgment of the burden laid on the discipline by its quest for prime movers and little selfconsciousness of how this approach constrains archaeology from contending with the social dimensions of human cultures and the broader sweep of human history.
Thus, instead of engaging the widely acknowledged problems with the paradigm of segregation and centralization, the studies here remain fixated on issues of classification and nomenclature. Repeated questioning of the validity of the term "city-state," for instance, merely avoids acknowledging the importance of bringing "secondary" states into the discussion. Despite claiming that this volume will present comparative studies, the cases presented largely conform to those from the New and Old Worlds that have already been identified as "pristine" states. The exceptionally rich body of archaeological information available in other areas of the world is ignored.
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